Totally laparoscopic left hemihepatectomy using ventral hilum exposure (VHE) for intrahepatic bile duct stone.
The unique technique of ventral hilum exposure (VHE) was reported that it had excellent surgical outcomes in patients with intrahepatic bile duct stone. The basis of this surgical technique is that all the openings of the 2nd-order bile duct branches are exposed fully. In this article, we describe laparoscopic hemihepatectomy from using the VHE method in a patient with intrahepatic bile duct stone. Our patient was a 70-year-old female who had been diagnosed with an intrahepatic duct stone 30 years prior. Multiple intrahepatic bile duct stones in the left lateral section of the liver were revealed by abdominal computed tomography and magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography. The patient resumed her oral intake on postoperative day 6. The patient had hyperbilirubinemia (10.3 mg/100 mL) on postoperative day 10. However, her serum bilirubin level decreased to 2.7 mg/100 mL on postoperative day 28. She was discharged without any serious complications on postoperative day 31. Totally laparoscopic left hemihepatectomy, using the VHE method, can be one option of surgical procedure in the near future, although a larger series of cases should be necessary to prove the feasibility of laparoscopic VHE.